
How to make Hexagons using Paper or card piecing.

Hexagons are hand sewn using stiff paper or card the fabric is tacked to and 
removed after a hexagon is surrounded.

Ready made plastic template hexagons can bought made in  different sizes  which can be used as a 
master template, other shapes that can be used in the same way are diamonds, half hexagons and triangles. If you 
buy a pack they are often will fit together to make more patterns.

The master template is used to draw round to make as many hexagons as you need. The paper or card 
needs to be stiff enough to hold the shape of the hexagon when the fabric is tacked over. But thin enough to allow 
a needle to pass through easily.

A good source of card are Christmas and Birthday cards.

Use a sharp pencil and keep it sharp  so the drawn line does not get to big and distorts some of the 
hexagons.

Use a sharp pair of scissors to cut out the hexagons keeping them all the same size. 

The bought pack of templates should provide a second set that is 1/4" larger used to draw round the fabric.

Hexagon quilts are great way to use up scraps of fabric, or can be used to make patterns such as 
Grandmothers garden. They have often been made using any fabric that has been near to hand tea towels, 
 old shirts  and can be a great way of keeping a history of fabric that has been used in your family.

To cut the fabric out place the template on the wrong side of fabric and draw round the template then cut 
out.
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Template for fabric

Template for card
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2. Use a thread for the tacking that will easily be seen when you need to remove it. Have 
a needle threaded ready to tack the card and fabric together.

To Make the Hexagons.

1. Take one of the fabric hexagons and place one 
of the card hexagons place in the centre on the wrong side 
of the fabric. Make sure there is an equal amount of fabric 
on each side. 

3. Hold the centre of the card and fabric firmly and fold one of the fabric edges over the card hold this in place 
and begin to tack the fabric in place. Just in from the edge of the folded fabric  take the needle  from the back to the front 
of the card, then bring the needle from the front to the back half way along the side.
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4. Turn the hexagon round to the next side and fold this down over the card make sure to 
corner over the point is tight. Make sure you keep the fabric from moving so that each side that has 
not been turned over has the equal amount of fabric on.

Take the needle from the back to the front going though both the new fold and the old one.
Make a second small stitch in this side  before continuing round folding each side of fabric.

When all the sides have been stitched in place make a couple of small stitches which will 
hold the thread in place until it can be removed.

Make as many as can to get you started.
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To sew the hexagons together.

1. Choose a hexagon that will be in the centre of the first six hexagons, place a second 
hexagon  on top of this right sides together. Choose a thread that blends with all the colours in the 
fabric. 

Start sewing at one of the corners, pushing the needle through the fabric of both the 
hexagons, but avoiding the card. Try to keep the stitches small and close together.

2. Sew along the first side. Do not secure the thread at the end of the side, keep it ready to stitch the next side.

Next take another hexagon and match up the sides of the two that have been sewn together, place the third hexagon 
right sides together over the centre one, continue stitching round the side.

Carry on with the other four hexagons.  When all the hexagons have been added to the centre one secure the 
thread.

Remove the card from the centre hexagon which will make sewing the sides up easier. Remove tacking thread. 

Start sewing the sides of the hexagons together. Once all of them have been stitches begin making the next set.
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